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Doing What Many Think Just Happens

Record-Breaking Success
(For the period January 1 – December 31, 2007)

2,986 New Jobs + 250 more in 2008

$92,679,184 New Payroll

$375,750,000 New Capital Investment + $100,000,000 more in 2008

106 GOT STOCK IN LITTLE ROCK Investors
413 New Members

1,309
Renewed Members

137 Financial Sponsors

82 In-kind Sponsors

450,468 Website Page Views

216,221 Online Directory Searches

38,954 Online Event Searches

68,915 Online Member Referrals

125 Ribbon Cuttings/Ground Breakings

2,132 Leads Group Exchanges

$2,155,584 Leads Group Business Received

30 Groups

889 Volunteers

409 Meetings

233 Events

16,861 Recorded Attendance

Who We Are
Founded in 1866, the Little Rock Regional Chamber has provided business leadership in nearly every major area development for the past 142 years. A private organization, funded by business and organization members’ annual investment, the Chamber boasts 1,700 member businesses/organizations with approximately 150,000 employees throughout Central Arkansas.
What We Do
The Little Rock Regional Chamber of Commerce is the principal business-driven organization responsible for fostering the economic growth and development of the Little Rock Region to ensure that business and industry may operate profitably and enhance the earning opportunities and quality of life for every citizen.
What We’ve Done
Over the past 142 years, projects the Chamber helped “just happen,” include: McClellan-Kerr Navigation Project, Little Rock National Airport, Camp Robinson, University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, University of Arkansas at Little Rock, I-630, Statehouse convention Center, Alltel Arena, River Market and Clinton Presidential Center, to name just a few. Almost 60 years ago, the Little Rock Air Force Base would never have landed in Central Arkansas if Chamber leaders had not raised over $1 million to purchase the 6,260-acre site and give it to the Air Force. The base now has an annual economic impact of well over $500 Million.

What We’re Doing

Economic Development
Last year, we landed the largest new manufacturing capital investment in our region’s history, when India’s Welspun revealed first-phase plans to build a $100 million plant. Then, just 18 days later, that record fell with Denmark’s LM Glasfiber announced it would build a $150 million facility which will employ over 1,100. These locations, combined with vigorous expansion from companies like Frances’ Dassault Falcon Jet, have spawned more prospect activity than any time in our region’s history. In fact, on March 14, 2008 India’s Man Industries announced that it will invest $100 million to build a new manufacturing facility and western hemisphere headquarters near the Little Rock Port and create 250 jobs.

Voice of Business 
From City Hall to the halls of Congress, the Little Rock Regional chamber is the Voice of Business at all levels of government. Ensuring that business interests are protected and served in public policy, the Chamber is the private sector’s leader in education, public safety, transportation and infrastructure.

Member Business Development
The Chamber is the only organization whose members best serve Little Rock and the region by growing their businesses. The Chamber Building, recognized as the finest headquarters of its kind in the nation, provides a second business home for members and an efficient, one-stop shop for developing and deepening business relationships. Through its website (www.littlerockchamber.com), the Chamber offers a fully integrated, continuously updated member directory offering links to member websites directly from the Chamber. Website page views reached 450,468 in 2007, a 32% increase over the previous year’s record-breaking 340,655. For the first time ever, members began receiving online referrals in January 2007, accounting for 68,915 member website visits, emails and map views originating from our members’ listings in our online directory.
What We’re Going to Do

Everything we’ve been doing – and then some. We’re even breaking the mold on classic economic development. No longer do we just attract, retain and expand – we’re now creating. Through Chamber initiatives like Little Rock Film Commission and Arkansas River Cities Sports Commission, we’re retaining and attracting the best and brightest in order to locate world-class, 21st century businesses to Little Rock and the region.

In our 143rd year, we’ll continue to do what some think just happens, while making the Little Rock region a great place to live, work and play. 
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