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STUFF
Didn’t Just Happen
Record-breaking Success
(For the period January 1 – December 31, 2008)

3,209 New Jobs
$115,684,000 New Payroll

$324,927,900 New Capital Investment
111 Little Rock Stock Investors
363 New Members

1,121 Renewed Members

158 Financial Sponsors

76 In-kind Sponsors

479,210 Website Page Views

220,199 Online Directory Searches

33,792 Online Event Searches

81,675 Online Member Referrals

144 Ribbon Cuttings/Ground Breakings

2,457 Leads Group Exchanges

$5,502,530.96 Leads Group Business Reported
22 Groups

827 Volunteers

238 Meetings

233 Events

16,697 Recorded Attendance

Who We Are
Founded in 1866, the Little Rock Regional Chamber has provided business leadership in nearly every major area development for the past 143 years. A private organization, funded by business and organization members’ annual investment, the Chamber boasts 1,700 member businesses/organizations with approximately 150,000 employees throughout Central Arkansas.
What We Do
The Little Rock Regional Chamber of Commerce is the principal business-driven organization responsible for fostering the economic growth and development of the Little Rock Region to ensure that business and industry may operate profitably and enhance the earning opportunities and quality of life for every citizen.
What We’ve Done
Over the past 143 years, projects the Chamber helped “just happen,” include: McClellan-Kerr Navigation Project, Little Rock National Airport, Camp Robinson, University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, University of Arkansas at Little Rock, I-630, Statehouse Convention Center, Alltel Arena, River Market and Clinton Presidential Center, to name just a few. Almost 60 years ago, the Little Rock Air Force Base would never have landed in Central Arkansas if Chamber leaders had not raised over $1 million to purchase the 6,260-acre site and give it to the Air Force. The base now has an annual economic impact of well over $500 Million.

What We’re Doing

Economic Development
Since February 2005, when the Little Rock Regional Chamber first began staffing the Metro Little Rock Alliance, the partnership has yielded $1,183,129,208 in new capital investment, $364,129,208 in new annual payroll, and 10,221 new jobs. Last year, we followed the greatest economic development year in our region’s history with an even better year.
As a result, Southern Business and Development magazine put Metro Little Rock atop its regions thriving in a tough economy. Editor Michael Randle wrote that there is “no doubt in our minds which southern market we would place at the top of the list.” Further, Forbes.com ranked Little Rock ninth among America’s strongest housing markets, and the Manpower Employment Outlook Survey placed the region in the nation’s top ten in projected hiring.
Schulze & Burch (250 new jobs), Caterpillar ($140 million new capital investment, 600 new Jobs), Polymarin ($20 million new capital investment, 630 new jobs), Wind Water Technology (WWT) ($4 million new capital investment, 200 jobs),  HP ($28 million new capital investment, 1,200 new jobs), Man Industries (India) Ltd ($100 million new capital investment, 300 new jobs), and BJ Services Company ($82 million new capital investment, 150 new jobs) all were located by the Chamber and MLRA within the past year.

Southern Business and Development magazine’s Editor Michael Randle wrote, “If Little Rock were a stock, I’d buy shares in it.” That’s exactly what you do when you invest the Little Rock Regional Chamber of Commerce.

Voice of Business 
From City Hall to the halls of Congress, the Little Rock Regional chamber is the Voice of Business at all levels of government. Ensuring that business interests are protected and served in public policy, the Chamber is the private sector’s leader in education, public safety, transportation and infrastructure. The Wall Street Journal recently lauded Arkansas’s nimble business community for leading the fight against big labor’s attempts to do away with the secret ballot in union elections.
Member Business Development
The Chamber is the only organization whose members best serve Little Rock and the region by growing their businesses. The Chamber Building, recognized as the finest headquarters of its kind in the nation, provides a second business home for members and an efficient, one-stop shop for developing and deepening business relationships. Through its website (www.littlerockchamber.com), the Chamber offers a fully integrated, continuously updated member directory offering links to member websites directly from the Chamber. Website page views reached 479,210 in 2008, a 6.4% increase over the previous year’s record. Online member referrals reached 81,675, an 18.5% increase over 2007’s record.
What We’re Going to Do

Everything we’ve been doing – and then some. We’re even breaking the mold on classic economic development. No longer do we just attract, retain and expand – we’re now creating. Through Chamber initiatives like Little Rock Film Commission and Arkansas River Cities Sports Commission, we’re retaining and attracting the best and brightest in order to locate world-class, 21st century businesses to Little Rock and the region.

In our 144th year, we’ll continue to do what some think just happens, while making the Little Rock region a great place to live, work and play. 
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